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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


DATE: MAY 16, 1997 FILE NO.: 097-14658-1135-055 
C: ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON ACTION: ACTIVE/INVESTIGATION MADE/ 
(FIREARM) ON A PEACE OFFICER, VICTIMS AND WITNESSES 
245 (d) (1) P.C./INJURY TO A INTERVIEWED 
COUNTY EMPLOYEE/DEPUTY INVOLVED 
SHOOTING 


V#1: SEEMANN, SCOTT W. MW/32 
(Deputy Sheriff, Go à | Lancaster Station) 


V#2: LEHRMAN, STEVEN L. MW/37 
(Deputy Sheriff, #E Lancaster Station) 


V#3: TURRILL, KEVIN J. MW/28 
(Deputy Sheriff, paa] Lancaster Station) 


V#4: SYLVIES, STEVEN MW/31 
(Deputy Sheriff, E O | Lancaster Station) 


V#5: JINRIGHT, FRANK E. MW/31 
(Deputy Sheriff, # Lancaster Station) 


V#6: DUNKEL, MARK MW/36 
(Deputy Sheriff, I Lancaster Station) 


V#7: LEE, GARY B. MW/32 
(Deputy Sheriff, Ho | Lancaster Station) 


V#8: YOUNG, WADE E. MW/32 
(Deputy Sheriff, ‘RE Lancaster Station) 


D: 05-14-97 (WEDNESDAY), 1620 HOURS 
t: EN AL street, LANCASTER 


S: FRIDDLE, CHARLES STEWART MW/42, DOB: 03-19-55 (INJURED) 
Phone # 
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WITNESS LIST: 


w: 22, vos: 
ee ae 
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On 05-14-97 at approximately 1830 hours, Investigators Scott and Looney were 
dispatched to 750 East Avenue J, city of Lancaster, 92524, to investigate the 
circumstances surrounding a deputy involved shooting, assault with a deadly weapon 
on a deputy. The location, 750 West Avenue J, was a command post designated by 
Lancaster Station to handle a containment of the location. Ben at Street in 
Lancaster where suspect Friddle was barricaded in his home. 


Investigator Scott arrived at the command post at approximately 1905 hours, and 
Investigator Looney arrived at the command post at approximately 1950 hours. 
Investigators were advised that at approximately 1617 hours on 05-14-97, acall came 
into the Lancaster Sheriff's Station desk of a man with a gun, possible attempt 
suicide. Deputy Sean Walters, # was assigned the call at 1618 hours. The 
location of the call was Benald Street, Lancaster. Deputy Walters received an 
update that the man with the gun was in the rear yard of the location, was armed with 
a rifle and a handgun, and was possibly suicidal. The informant provided additional 
information that the suspect was in the rear yard and would shoot anyone who comes 
in the rear yard, and then shoot himself. 


Deputy Walters arrived at the location at approximately 1624 hours. He was assisted 
by Deputies Jinright and Hovland and other assisting units, who contained the 
location. Investigators were advised that one deputy, Victim Scott Seemann, was the 
victim of a gunshot wound to his hand, was treated at the local hospital and released. 
1 

Investigators were further advised that there were of five deputies who had 
discharged their weapons. Investigators were also advised that a search warrant for 
the location was prepared by Deputy Steven Lankford, iii of Lancaster Station 
and signed by the Honorable Judge Spann of Antelope Valley Municipal Court, 
Division 4. 
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Investigators received additional information that the original information received 
regarding five deputies as shooters was inaccurate and that there were seven deputies 
who had discharged firearms. Investigators Gilbert Carrillo and Frank Gonzales joined 
Investigators Scott and Looney at the command post and were assigned to process 
the crime scene. Investigators Carrillo and Gonzales will prepare a detailed report of 
their actions and observations, and this report will be made a permanent part of this 
file. 


Investigators were advised that several deputies were presently at Lancaster Sheriff's 
Station awaiting Sheriff's Homicide Investigators. Additionally, Investigators were 
advised that the suspect's M — | was at Lancaster Station 
awaiting Homicide Investigators. Investigators Scott and Looney, along with 
Investigators Carrillo and Gonzales, remained at the command post attempting to 
ascertain the status of the scene. Investigators learned that members of the Special 
Enforcement Bureau had contained the scene and were attempting to contact the 
suspect inside his home. Also present at the command post was Hostage Negotiator 
Sergeant Berry Perrou, who recorded a 911 tape of the suspect. This tape was copied 
at the scene by Investigator Looney at 2045 hours. 


On 05-14-97 at 2105 hours, Investigator Looney was contacted at the command post 


rares LE 4, who lives -: NES Investigator 
Looney was advised that was a witness to the incident, but was not injured. 
Investigator Looney, accompanied by Sergeant Mike Dunkle of Internal Affairs Bureau, 
interview, io the command post. The interview was tape recorded 
and the following is a synopsis of the interview: 


OOo o Investigators that he was with his friend on a bicycle in front of the 
location earlier in the evening. aid he heard what sounded like the racking 
of a gun, and then shots being fired. said he then heard a tire losing air 
behind him and immediately left the location. aid he was not injured during 
this incident, did not know the address where the shooting took place, nor did he 
know his friend's name, or his telephone own number. oui add nothing 
further, and the interview was terminated. 


On 05-14-97 at approximately 2200 hours, Investigators Scott and Looney responded 
to Lancaster Sheriff's Station to interview the victims and witnesses. 


On 05-14-97 at 2210 hours, Investigators contacted [A FW/42, 
Hot Suspect Charles Stewart Friddle, MW/42, DOB: 03-19-55. The Friddles have 


two children; i 20, 008: EE and 
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M/17, vos: aaa Present during the interview was Sergeants Mike Dunkle and 
Henry Ramirez of the Internal Affairs Bureau. The interview was tape recorded, and 
the following is a synopsis of that interview: 


Mrs. told Investigators that she and Charles have been 

and for the past three years her has been suffering from mental problems and 
has been diagnosed as a manic depressive. He has been prescribed Lithium for the 
past three years and takes it most of the time. He has recently seen Dr. Remington 
at the County Mental Health facility in Lancaster. 


Mrs. | sae Investigators that on 04-09-97, her EE charies tried to kill 


himself by cutting the veins on his feet and then eating oleander leaves. Mrs. 
said he walked around Lancaster in the desert and was found, passed out, on Avenue 
k Her EE was then held in the hospital three days for a mental evaluation. 


Mrs. aia her ast saw the doctor regarding his mental health on 05- 
13-97. At that time he saw Dr. Remington, who prescribed two new medications in 
addition to the Lithium, Klonopin and Paxil. Mrs. A ic that to the best of her 
knowledge, + 0k the medication on the 13th and this morning, 05-14-97. 


Mrs. aid she went to bed at about 10:00 p.m. last night (5-13-97) and her 
went to bed shortly thereafter at approximately 11 o'clock. Mrs. told 

Investigators that for the past month he as had a hard time sleeping. Mrs. 

| on the morning of 05-14-97, she got up at 0530 hours, got her son onthe 

bus to school and then went back to bed. er asleep at this time. Then 

at about 0830 she and her | sR up. She said after getting up, her 

had a bowl of cereal. 


Mrs. RR said that they are in the process of selling their house. Shortly after 
waking up, she received a phone call that they were going to be having people over 
to view the home. She cleaned the house to prepare for the viewing, and then she 
and her watched a video "A Few Good Men." rs -<i there is a 
scene in the movie where a man kills himself with a gun. She said that herl 
seemed okay watching the movie, and she didn’t notice anything unusual. 


Mrs. BB aid that recently herb as been smoking pot and about two days 
ago he ran out. After watching the movie they went looking for pot but didn’t find 
any. She indicated that they were unable to find the marijuana because they don’t 


know anybody that sells it. 
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US Zeu: and stated that while re was watching the movie she 
went in her bedroom with her daughter. While they were in the bedroom her daughter 
applied some hair dye to her hair. After her hair was dyed, she laid on the bed for 
approximately 25 minutes in order to let the dye take effect. She said while she was 
lying on the bed, her came in and laid down next to her. Mrs. said 
she noticed it was time to rinse her hair, and almost immediately after her 

laid down next to her, she got up and went into the shower. When she got out of the 
shower, she saw her Istaria by a window in the loft with a .357 handgun 
in his hand. 


Mrs. {aia when she first saw him she did not see the gun. When she walked 
up to him she saw a gunin his hand. She asked him, "What are you doing? | thought 
you felt better." Mrs. aid he was holding the gun with both hands with the 
barrel in his mouth. He told her, "He was going to do it today." Mrs Mount 
he was going to kill himself, so she tried to calm him down. While she was trying to 
calm him down, he was saying mean things to her, and swearing, and so on. He said, 
"If you love me, then you will release me." Mrs. aid that she interpreted this 
to mean that in order for him to kill himself, she had to release him, and this would 
make it okay for him to kill himself. 


Mrs. Baia she went into the bedroom and started crying. Her Followed 
her with the gun in his mouth, which she said was cocked and loaded. He kept telling 
her to release him and Mrs refused. Mrs. went downstairs to check 
on her son and came back upstairs. She noticed her had two guns, a sawed- 
off shotgun and a .357 Magnum. 


mrs. sai: her went downstairs and into the backyard. Once in the 
backyard, her sat on a plastic milk crate in the corner of the yard. He had 
the shotgun between his legs and pointing at his chin. His left hand was on the 
trigger of the shotgun and his right hand held the .357, which was at his side pointing 
to the ground. Mr. Friddle told her to dial 9-1-1. He made it known that he was real 
mad at the police. Mrs. said that her 0 her approximately four 
times to dial 9-1-1. Mrs. said he was serious. She said she could not talk to 
him or reason with him. Mrs. was also afraid for herself and others so she 
dialed 9-1-1. She believed this was about 4:30 p.m. Mrs. (EB said that after 
dialing 9-1-1, her said, "Let them come over here and try to stop me, I'll 
shoot them too." Mrs. told the 9-1-1 operator that her B =< in her 
backyard, he had two guns and said he was going to shoot himself and anyone that 
came over. She said she dialed 9-1-1 at approximately 4 or 4:30 p.m. Mrs. 

did not remember if he told her to have the police come over specifically, but he did 
tell her to dial 9-1-1. 
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Mrs. M said when she made the telephone call, she stayed in the kitchen and 
watched her DE Shortly after she made the call, she saw herl et up 
and yell at some people on the other side of the fence. Mrs. ould not tell who 
they were, because she only saw the tops of their head. She heard yelling and then 
shooting. She said she laid down on the floor in the kitchen and also told her son to 
get down. Mrs. ES sic that her i was extremely agitated, and he was 
walking around in various parts of the backyard and yelling while he was walking. 
She said she first heard six shots, then she heard two shots, and then maybe three 
shots. Mrs. [EB said all the shots sounded different to her. 


Mrs. G she stayed on the phone with the 9-1-1 operator while the shooting 
was going down. Mro. M: + c she did not see anyone shoot, she only heard the 
shots. Mrs. Mid shortly after the shooting, te came in the house, 
and the lady on the phone told her to get her son and leave. Mrs. ct her son 
and went outside where a deputy took her to a house about four houses down. Mrs. 

said that prior to leaving the house with her son, she heard herl say 
that he was going to shoot himself and that if anybody tried to stop him he was going 
to shoot them too. 


Mrs. said she only heard her B - voice and did not hear anyone else. 
Mrs. id not hear shots fired into or out of the house while she was in the 
house with her son. Mrs. S that approximately a week ago, her 

had the .357 with him and put the gun in his mouth. She believed this was due to the 
depression he was suffering. Mrs RE: Or 2- determined to take 
his own life, constantly saying that the family will be better off without him. 


Mrs. EE =i that she believes that her (ML vas abused both physically and 
sexually when he was a boy. She believes he was abused by his older brothers. Mrs. 
a. that her | has never abused her or her children. 

It should be noted that at approximately 2300 hours, Lieutenant Glover from 
Professional Standards and Training Division sat down and joined the interview. 


Mrs. | that her I was a pastor in a church, but a. due toa 


conflict with another parishioner regarding theft of funds. Mrs. as not sure 
if he took his medications on the 14th, but she believed that he did. 


Mrs. aig that her {has been unemployed since their car was stolen on 
04-06-97. She said that a police report was written, but her did not think 
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the police would look for it. Mrs. g the car was found stripped in Palmdale. 
The interview was terminated at 2310 hours. Mrs. as i 
friend's house; who lives at 


On 05-14-97 at 2339 hours, Investigators Scott and Looney interviewed Deputy 
GREGORY LYNN HOVLAND, MW/41, +M The interview was conducted at 
Lancaster Station and was tape recorded. The following is a synopsis of the 
interview: 


Deputy Hovland was working 111 V1, p.m. shift, EE: hours. He is on 
training, and his training officer is usually Deputy Anthony Gunn, however, 
on this night he was working with Deputy Frank Jinright. Deputy Jinright was driving 
and Deputy Hoviand was booking. They logged on shortly ator lB ours and 
received a call of an attempt suicide, man with a gun. Further information provided 
was that the suspect was in the backyard with several weapons, possibly a rifle or 
shotgun and a handgun. 


Deputy Hovland said they responded to the 4400 block of Benald Street in Lancaster 
and took up a position south of the location on Benald. Deputy Sylvies, who was 
working 111 E, was with them. There were other units north and east of the location. 
Deputy Hovland said when they arrived they contained the location. Deputies Jinright 
and Sylvies went to the southeast corner a adjacent to the suspect's 
backyard. 


Deputy Hovland said that an Aero Unit was above telling the deputies that the suspect 
was in the southeast corner of his backyard. According to Deputy Hovland there was 
a block wall approximately 6 feet high between them and the suspect. Deputy 
Hovland said as they approached, Deputy Jinright was in front of them armed with a 
shotgun. Deputy Sylvies had his 9mm, and Deputy Hovland was armed with the stun 
bag shotgun. 


Deputy Hovland said they were hearing different instructions from the Aero Unit as 
to where the suspect was in the backyard and that they could not pin him down. 
Deputy Hovland said at this time he heard several shots being fired. He heard both 
pistol and shotgun rounds being fired. When the shooting stopped, he, Deputy Sylvies 
and Deputy Jinright went to the south side of the suspect's location. They got about 
6 to 8 feet into the backyard of when they heard three more rounds fired. At 
that point they retreated due to the shots being fired. 
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The Aero Unit advised that the suspect was in his house. Other deputies on the radio 
were describing the suspect’s movement inside the house, and that he had gone 
upstairs. Deputies Sylvies and Jinright entered EE Deputy Hovland 
waited on the southeast corner of that location so no one could sneak up to the rear 
of Deputies Sylvies and Jinright. Deputy Hovland heard the suspect yelling and also 
heard the deputies saying that the suspect was pointing his gun out the window. He 
also heard the deputies saying that the suspect went to the north and then the south 
side of the location. 


Deputy Hovland said Sergeant Pat Hunter advised them via the radio that if the 
suspect pointed a gun at them and a deputy has a clear shot at the suspect, he should 
take the shot. Deputy Hovland said approximately ten minutes later, he heard shots 
from inside the house where Deputies Jinright and Sylvies were. Deputy Hovland 
heard over the radio that Deputies Jinright and Sylvies had fired at the suspect, but 
they were not sure if they hit him or not. 


Deputy Hovland said that at this time the sergeant asked for the AR-15 rifles. When 
the rifles were in position, Deputy Hovland was ordered to back out and took up a 
position approximately four to five houses south of the location. Deputy Hovland said 
he maintained the perimeter position until Special Enforcement Bureau arrived and he 
was relieved. 


Deputy Hovland said he did not see anyone fire a weapon (deputies or the suspect). 
He did not recall hearing deputies say anything to the suspect. Deputy Hovland said 
he did hear the suspect yelling but could not understand what he was saying. Deputy 
Hovland told the Investigators that he did not fire his pistol or the shotgun. The 
interview was terminated at 2357 hours. 


On 05-15-97 at approximately 0005 hours, Investigators Scott and Looney 
interviewed Deputy FRANK EDWARD JINRIGHT, MW/31, “The interview 
was conducted at Lancaster Sheriff's Station and was tape recorded. The following 
is a synopsis of the interview: 


Deputy Jinright said that on 05-14-97, he was assigned to Unit 111 V1, a p.m. car, 
Pe hours. Working with him was Deputy Hovland who is currently on 
training. Deputy Jinright was driving, and Deputy Hovland was booking. 


Deputy Jinright advised Investigators that his duty weapon is a 9mm Beretta. He also 
was in possession of a 12-gauge shotgun (Ithaca S/N 915875). Deputy Jinright 
advised Investigators that he fired two rounds from his shotgun at the suspect. He 
fired a rifle slug and a OO buckshot round. He did not fire his 9mm handgun. 


Q 
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Deputy Jinright advised Investigators that on 05-14-97, he logged on at approximately 
1615 hours. Shortly thereafter, he saw a call on the dispatcher’s monitor. He was 
still in the dispatch area and told the dispatcher to give him the assist. He went out 


to his radio car and drove Code 3 from the o the location. The call was a man 
with a gun, possibly a suicidal person, at enald Street. 


Deputy Jinright advised Investigators that on the way to the call he got on the radio 
and set up coordination. Deputy Jinright had one other unit, 111 A, responding and 
advised this unit to take a position on the north side of the location, and he (Jinright) 
would take the south side. 


Deputy Jinright said that when he was almost at the location, he overhead Aero Unit 


69A advise the deputies that the location was the EE 
ea eee cet Deputy Jinright requested additional units to respond 


to Fenhold Street east of the location. Deputy Jinright advised that no one 
acknowledged his request at that time. Deputy Jinright advised the Aero Unit to circle 
the location to check and for the suspect. The Aero Unit advised that they did not see 
the suspect. 


Deputy Jinright parked two houses south of the location and put his assisting units 
on the corner of Benald and Morvin Streets. The Aero Unit circled the location again, 
and saw the suspect in the backyard. The Aero Unit advised them that the suspect 
was holding a shotgun to his chin and was sitting down in his backyard. 


Deputy Jinright requested two additional units, Code 3, to his location. Unit 115 or 
115 A, he wasn’t sure, with Deputies Lee and Wagner responded to Fenhold Street, 
which is behind the suspect’s house. Deputy Bednar also responded to Fenhold 
Street. Deputy Jinright sent Deputy Hovland to the house south of the location to 
evacuate if need be, but kept the door open so deputies could use the house. Deputy 
Hovland advised that nobody answered. At this time Deputy Sylvies, Unit 111E, met 
Deputy Jinright at the location. 


The Aero Unit advised that the suspect was walking in the backyard and was in 
possession of a shotgun and a handgun. Deputies Jinright, Sylvies and Hovland 
entered the rear yard south the suspect's location. They got to the rear of the house 
when the Airship advised that the suspect was looking over a block wall towards them 
and was also looking over the east wall towards the deputies on Benald. 


Deputy Jinright said he looked around the corner of the house and saw the top of the 
suspect's head as he looked over the east wall. At this point Deputy Jinright lost 
sight of the suspect. The Aero Unit advised them the suspect was still armed with 
the weapons and was agitated. Deputy Jinright then heard the suspect yelling, but 


GD 
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is not sure what he was saying. Deputy Jinright then heard the suspect start to fire, 
however, was not sure if it was a revolver or a shotgun. He (Jinright) was now down 
taking cover, armed with the shotgun. Deputy Jinright said shots were coming from 
the suspect’s area. 


Deputy Jinright was armed with a shotgun, Deputy Hovland had a stun bag shotgun, 
and Deputy Sylvies had his 9mm duty weapon. Deputy Jinright saw the suspect walk 
towards his house and then he lost sight of him. At this point Deputy Jinright heard 
numerous rounds fired from the suspect's backyard. 


Deputy Jinright saw the suspect outside the rear sliding glass door. He appeared to 
be looking in a northwest direction. Deputy Jinright told Deputy Hovland to hold his 
position, as he and Deputy Sylvies walked along the back of the house that they were 
next to, northbound towards the dividing wall. When they reached a distance of 20 
feet, they heard shots being fired. The shots were hitting the walls and echoing. 
Deputies Jinright and Sylvies returned to the house on the south side of the suspect's 
house and Deputy Sylvies kicked in the laundry room door. Once they were inside, 
they noticed the house was vacant and went upstairs to the northeast bedroom. The 
bedroom had two windows that face north towards the suspect’s house and they 
heard the suspect was back inside his house. Deputy Jinright saw that the drapes 
were closed and they ripped them down. They then could see into the suspect's 
upstairs bedroom. 


Deputy Jinright said the suspect appeared in the upstairs southeast bedroom window 
and began to yell at him and Deputy Sylvies. Deputy Jinright said, "Do you want to 
talk now?" He believes that the suspect said something to the effect, "I got 
something you can talk to, you can talk to my shotgun." Deputy Jinright saw the 
suspect at the window, and it appeared that the suspect saw him. At this point the 
suspect began yelling obscenities and said, "| see you mother fucker." 


Deputy Jinright said they did not have good cover so they retreated back downstairs. 
Deputy Jinright took up a position near a window in the northwest corner of the living 
room next to a fireplace. Deputy Sylvies went to the northeast kitchen window. From 
this position Deputy Jinright had a good view of the suspect and better coverage. 
Deputy Jinright saw that suspect was in an upstairs southwest room. Deputy Jinright 
opened the drapes about 2 inches, peeked through and saw the suspect in the 
southwest bedroom window. 


Deputy Jinright continued to watch the suspect in the upstairs southwest room as 
Deputy Sylvies opened the kitchen window. This apparently caught the suspect’s 
attention, as he started to yell at Deputy Sylvies. Deputy Sylvies tried to talk to the 
suspect, telling him to put his gun down, "let's talk," etc. 


G3) 


MAY 16, 1997 -11- 097-14658-1135-055 


Deputy Jinright said he could see the suspect's face, but not his hands. The suspect 
was upstairs next to the southwest window. Deputy Jinright saw the suspect raise 
the barrel of a shotgun up and point it downward towards Deputy Sylvies. Deputy 
Jinright said he fired one rifle slug at the suspect. He chambered another round, and 
fired a OO buck shot round at the suspect. At this point Deputy Jinright lost sight of 
the suspect and did not see or hear him again. 


Deputy Jinright held his containment position and waited for the arrival of the Special 
Enforcement Bureau. Deputy Jinright maintained possession of his shotgun until 
another deputy brought him an AR-15 rifle. Deputy Jinright advised he was AR-15 
qualified. He put the shotgun in the corner of the living room, and then gave it to 
Deputy Sylvies. He continued to maintain the containment watching the window 
where the suspect was seen until he was relieved by the Special Enforcement Bureau 
personnel. 


Deputy Jinright said he heard Deputy Sylvies fire two to three rounds at approximately 
the same time he fired. He was not sure, but he believes Deputy Sylvies fired first. 
After being relieved by Special Enforcement Bureau, Deputy Jinright went to the 
command post and unloaded his AR-15. Deputy Jinright could add nothing further, 
therefore the interview was terminated at 0045 hours. 


On 05-15-97 at 0100 hours, Investigator Scott and Looney interviewed Deputy 
SCOTT SEEMANN, MW/32, EO |] The interview took place at Lancaster Sheriff's 
Station. The interview was tape recorded, and the following is a synopsis of the 
interview: 


On the day of the incident Deputy Seemann said he was assigned to Unit #114A 
p.m.'s, a two man training car and his partner was Deputy Kevin Turrill, E | 
Deputy Seemann was driving and Turrill was the book man. They started their shift 


at hors. 


Deputy Seemann told Investigators that h i partner DES 
when Deputy Seemann heard 


a man with a gun call, and deputy requesting two units Code 3 regarding a possible 
man with a gun. 


Deputy Seemann responded to the call following Deputy Sylvies to the location. 
Deputy Seemann parked his vehicle northwest of the suspect’s house and approached 
on foot. Deputy Seemann said he first went to the house north of the suspect's 
house and then approached the northwest corner of the suspect’s house near the 
driveway. Deputy Seemann indicated that he was with Deputies Turrill, Walters, and 
Lehrman when he approached the suspect's residence. 


©; 
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As he approached the suspect’s house Deputy Seemann heard deputies talking on the 
radio about approaching the house on the south side and heard further conversation 
about a stun bag shotgun being deployed. Deputy Seemann also heard the helicopter 
broadcast that the suspect had a gun to his chin, that he just stood up and was 
standing near a chair in the southeast corner of the rear yard. 


Deputy Seemann said the helicopter advised them the suspect was aggressive with 
a shotgun and was pointing it all around. Once again the helicopter was advising 
them of the suspect's direction of travel, and his location was at that point in the 
southeast corner of the rear yard. 


Deputy Seemann saw the suspect come around the northeast corner of his house. He 
described the suspect as a Male White wearing a white T-shirt with straight brown 
shoulder length hair. At this point Deputy Seemann did not see the suspect’s hands. 
Deputy Seemann said the suspect looked at him and the two of them made eye 
contact. Deputy Seemann said he ordered the suspect to put his hands up twice 
indicating, "Put your hands in the air, show me your hands." Deputy Seemann did not 
identify himself as a Deputy Sheriff or Police Officer. 


Deputy Seemann said the suspect suddenly ducked behind the wall and within a 
second or so reappeared from behind the wall. When the suspect reappeared the 
second time Deputy Seemann saw a shotgun barrel in the suspect's hands pointed in 
his direction. Deputy Seemann believed the suspect was going to shoot him, at which 
time he fired five shots at the suspect. 


Deputy Seemann said the suspect fired approximately two to three times at him and 
he is not sure if he (Seemann) fired first, or the suspect fired first. Deputy Seemann 
indicated that he was shot in the hand. At this time Deputy Seemann backed away 
and in doing so saw other deputies firing at the suspect. 


At this point Deputy Seemann laid down some cover fire so he could get out of the 
area. And doing so he was yelling at the other deputies to give cover fire so they 
could keep the suspect pinned down. Deputy Seemann said he fired approximately 
five rounds of cover fire as he ran out. 


Deputy Seemann backed up to the north of the suspect's house and took up a position 
near the northwest corner of the neighbor’s house. At this time Deputy Seemann 
heard the helicopter put out that the suspect was on the move and had just gone 
inside his house. It was at this point, according to Deputy Seemann, that Deputy 
Turrill advised of a "998" (deputy involved in a shooting). After the "998" was 
broadcast Deputy Seemann said he advised that he was shot in the hand and that he 
was okay and the suspect had shot at him. 


AS 
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While Deputy Seemann was holding his containment position he heard approximately 
five to ten shots being fired. Deputy Seemann eventually backed out of the scene and 
was transported to the Antelope Valley hospital via ambulance where he was treated 
for a gunshot wound to his right fingers. 


At the time of the shooting Deputy Seemann said he was wearing a bullet proof vest. 
He also told Investigators that he reloaded his weapon at the scene after his cover fire. 
He reloaded so he could get out and to prevent the suspect from advancing on him. 


Deputy Seemann told Investigators he carries his duty weapon loaded with 15 live 
rounds in the magazine and one round in the chamber. An examination of Deputy 
Seemann’s Beretta, Model 92F, serial #BEROO91342, revealed it to be loaded with one 
live round "Winchester Luger 9MM," in the chamber, and 15 live rounds "Winchester 
Luger 9MM" in the magazine. Investigators also observed blood on the right side of 
the weapon, as well as on the trigger and trigger guard. Deputy Seemann was also 
in possession of one magazine containing 15 live “Winchester Luger 9MM" that was 
being carried on his gun belt. 


It should be noted that Lieutenant Joe Brown gave Investigators one magazine 
containing five live "Winchester Luger 9MM" rounds that was recovered at the scene 
by SEB Deputy Kent Kroeger —— 


Investigators observed bandages on Scott Seemann’s right hand. Deputy Seemann 
indicated he sustained a through and through gunshot wound to one of his fingers and 
pellets were still lodged in a couple of his fingers. 


Deputy Seemann could not add anything further, and the interview was terminated. 


On 05-15-97 at 0140 hours, Investigators Scott and Looney interviewed Deputy 
STEVE L. SYLVIES, MW/31, =a The interview took place at Lancaster 
Sheriff's Station. The interview was tape recorded, and the following is a synopsis 
of the interview: 


Deputy Sylvies said that on 05-14-97, he was worki i Fi 
shift to hours. 
[when he heard the request for additional units to respond Code 


3 to a man with a gun on Benald Street, Lancaster. While responding to the location 
he made radio contact with Unit 111 V1, Deputy Jinright. Deputy Jinright advised 
Deputy Sylvies to meet him on Benald Street, south of Morvin Street. Deputy Jinright 
advised Deputy Sylvies of the circumstances. 
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Deputy Sylvies said there was an Aero Unit overhead that advised the units there was 
a White Male sitting in the backyard of the location, holding a shotgun and pointing 
it at the bottom of his chin. Deputy Jinright told Deputy Hovland to grab the stun bag 
shotgun and they went to the rear yard south of the suspect's house. They 
positioned themselves in the southeast corner of that location. The deputies knew the 
suspect was armed with a shotgun and was threatening to commit suicide. 


Deputy Sylvies saw the top of the suspect’s head over a 5 or 6 foot wall that 
separated the suspect from the deputies. Deputy Sylvies said they started moving 
northbound towards the location along the east side of the house. As they got about 
halfway they heard numerous gunshots. Deputy Sylvies said they tried to move 
closer. As they moved closer they were unable to see where the shots were coming 
from. It seemed the shots were getting closer to them. 


Deputy Sylvies said they backed up to the southeast corner of the house, which was 
south of the suspect and he asked Deputy Hovland to contact the occupants of the 
house. Deputy Hovland said there was no answer and the house appeared to be 
vacant. The Aero Unit advised that the suspect had entered his house and had been 
observed upstairs, moving from window to window. The Aero Unit advised that the 
suspect was at the south window which faced Deputies Sylvies and Jinright. Deputy 
Sylvies said they could not see the suspect. 


Deputy Sylvies said that in order to get a better view of the suspect, they forced entry 
into the house south of the suspect via the side laundry room door. Deputies Sylvies 
and Jinright went upstairs to the north facing windows, which faced the suspect’s 
house. Deputy Sylvies said that he felt they were too close and that the walls did not 
provide adequate coverage, so he and Deputy Jinright went downstairs. Deputy 
Sylvies went to the kitchen in the northeast corner of the house. He was next to a 
north facing window in the kitchen, and had a clear view of the suspect, who was 
upstairs next to a south facing window of his house. 


Deputy Sylvies said from his vantage point he had better coverage as he was behind 
the kitchen cabinets. Deputies Sylvies said Jinright took up a position in the living 
room in the northwest corner by the fireplace. He also had a clear view of the 
suspect's location. Deputy Sylvies said the suspect came to the south facing upstairs 
window. At this point the suspect slid open the window. There was a screen on the 
window. Deputy Sylvies opened the kitchen window. The suspect came to the south 
window and said, "I see you mother fuckers, | know you're there." 


Deputy Sylvies said the suspect appeared to be looking directly at him. The suspect 


then said, "I want to talk, why don’t you talk to me." Deputy Sylvies said, "Okay, 
let's talk. What do you want to talk about?" The suspect said, "Why don’t you talk 
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to my mother fuckin’ shotgun." Deputy Sylvies said at this point he did not see the 
shotgun. The suspect then backed away from the window and went to different 
windows in the house. The suspect came back to the south facing window probably 
three to four times. The last time the suspect came to the window he told Sylvies, 
“Why don’t you put your gun down?" Deputy Sylvies said, "I’m not going to put my 
gun down. What do you want to talk about?" The suspect then backed away from 
the window and then stepped back towards the window again. 


At this point Deputy Sylvies saw the barrel of a shotgun coming up to the window 
frame. The suspect appeared to be looking at Deputy Sylvies and to be pointing the 
shotgun at him. Deputy Sylvies yelled "Gun!" to Deputy Jinright and then fired three 
rounds from his Beretta. 


The suspect then turned to his left and moved west behind a wall. When Deputy 
Sylvies lost sight of the suspect, he did not fire again. Deputy Sylvies said he thought 
the suspect was going to shoot at him, and that’s why he fired. Deputy Sylvies 
maintained cover at the window and did not see the suspect again. Some additional 
deputies arrived with an AR-15 rifle. Deputy Jinright took the AR-15, and Deputy 
Sylvies took a shotgun into the kitchen. 


Deputy Jinright told Deputy Sylvies that he had fired two rounds. Deputy Sylvies 
unloaded the shotgun because it was OO buckshot, mixed with rifle slug rounds. 
Deputy Sylvies put rifle slug rounds into the shotgun, and then loaded two additional 
double OO buck rounds. Deputy Sylvies maintained cover until he was relieved by 
Special Enforcement Bureau. Deputy Sylvies returned to the command post, where 
Sergeant Hunter told Sylvies to secure the weapon in the back of aradio car. Deputy 
Sylvies unloaded two rifle slugs and OO buckshot rounds from the shotgun. An 
inspection of Deputy Sylvies 9mm, Beretta, serial #BERO71601Z, revealed that it was 
loaded with one live round in the chamber and 12 in the magazine. 


On 05-15-97 at 0240 hours, Investigators Scott and Looney interviewed Deputy 
WADE EVERINGTON YOUNG, MW/32, ARS The interview was conducted at 
Lancaster Sheriff's Station and was tape recorded. The following is a synopsis of the 
interview: 


Deputy Young told Investigators that on 5-14-97 he worked Lancaster Station patrol, 
p.m. shift, and was assigned to Unit 111 T1, o ours; a one man car. 
Deputy Young said he responded to the rear of| regarding aman 
with a gun, possible attempt suicide call. Deputy Young said the call was on Benald 
Street, which is one street west of Fenhold. Deputy Young said as he approached 
Fenhold he heard rounds being fired from a backyard between Fenhold and Benald 


Street. 
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Deputy Young said that after the shooting stopped, Deputy Bednar came out from the 
backyard of the Fenhold address. Deputy Bednar went to his vehicle and got his 
shotgun. Deputy Young said that he got his shotgun from his vehicle and went to a 
backyard on Fenhold Street and positioned himself against the block wall separating 
Fenhold from Benald. Deputy Young said that they split the deputies along the wall. 
Deputies Young, Lee and Dunkel jumped the fence CS: took up a 
position behind a brick wall, to get a better view of the suspect. 


Deputy Young said while he was covering the suspect’s house, he saw the suspect 
standing next to a southeast upstairs window. The suspect was yelling and 
screaming out the window. Deputy Young could not make out what the suspect was 
saying. He heard that deputies were in the house south of the suspect's location and 
that the suspect was yelling at them. Deputy Young said he could tell this by the way 
the suspect was looking in the direction of the deputies. 


Deputy Young said the suspect appeared and disappeared several times in the 
window, then closed the curtain. The suspect then went to the southwest room 
upstairs and peeked out a curtain. Deputy Young said the suspect left and came back 
to the southwest upstairs window and appeared to have a weapon and flashed it at 
the deputies. Deputy Young said the weapon was either a shotgun or a rifle. He said 
the suspect came back to the window and pointed the weapon down to where the 
deputies were in the house south of the suspect. 


Deputy Young said almost instantly he heard one round coming from the suspect’s 
area and then the deputies’ area. Deputy Young said Deputy Lee fired one round from 
the shotgun and the suspect appeared to duck down. That was the last time he saw 
him. Deputy Young said he held his containment position until he was relieved by 
Special Enforcement Bureau. Deputy Young said he did not see anyone but Deputy 
Lee shoot. When Lee fired the suspect ducked down. Deputy Young said that upon 
seeing the suspect waving the gun, he was not sure if the suspect was going to fire 
the gun or not. The interview was terminated at 0255 hours. 


On 05-15-97 at 0320 hours; Investigators Scott and Looney interviewed Deputy 
STEVEN LEE LEHRMAN, MW/37, — The interview was conducted at 
Lancaster Sheriff's Station and was tape recorded. The following is a synopsis of the 
interview: 
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Deputy Lehrman told Investigators that on 05-14-97 he was assigned to Lancaster 
Station patrol. He was working Unit 111 B, which is alto hours car. He 
was working a one man car and was with a Community Services Officer who was a 
ride-along. Deputy Lehrman said he heard a man with a gun, possible suicide, call on 
Benald Street. He said prior to arriving at the location, he contacted Deputy Jinright 
who directed him to the north side of the location. 


Deputy Lehrman said he took up a position fn a a which was one 


house north of the suspect's location. Deputy Lehrman said he went with Deputy 
Seemann to the northwest corner of the suspect’s location by a garage and a 
walkway. Deputy Lehrman said the information they had was that the suspect was 
in the backyard armed with a handgun and a shotgun. They also got additional 
information from the Aero Unit that the suspect was in the southeast corner of the 
rear yard. 


Deputy Lehrman said that the Aero Unit did not see the suspect walk north in the 
backyard. Suddenly he heard Deputy Seemann yell, "Let me see your hands! | need 
to see your hands! Put your hands up where | can see them!" Deputy Lehrman said 
after this the suspect darted behind the house. Deputy Lehrman said a couple of 
seconds later the suspect reappeared. He saw the suspect raise the shotgun from his 
side and level it at the deputies. 


Deputy Lehrman said he heard Deputy Seemann fire four to five rounds. Deputy 
Lehrman said he thought the suspect wanted to shoot them because he had the 
chance to get away, but yet he engaged them. Deputy Lehrman fired one OO 
buckshot round at the suspect, and after that Seemann fired three to four more 
rounds. Deputy Lehrman said the suspect fired one to two rounds and then ducked 
out of view. Deputy Lehrman said he kept looking down the walkway, and he saw 
the shotgun from the suspect coming around the house. The suspect looked at the 
deputies and fired one or two rounds. Deputy Lehrman said Seemann fired first and 
he heard Seemann yell that he had been hit. 


Deputy Lehrman thought he fired only once, but he could have fired two rounds. He 
was not sure how many times he fired. He said he only fired OO buck. He said that 
Sergeant Petersen cleared his weapon and removed one live round. Deputy Lehrman 
said that after the suspect ducked behind the building, he never reappeared. 


Deputy Lehrman said they remained at their position. The Aero Unit advised them the 
suspect was in the house. The deputies then retreated to to 
contain the suspect's location. Deputy Lehrman said he did not see any other 
deputies shoot. He heard shots from Deputies Jinright and Sylvies about 10 to 15 
minutes later, but he doesn’t know if it was the suspect or the deputies who fired. 
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Deputy Lehrman said he only heard Deputy Seemann yell commands to the suspect. 
Deputy Lehrman said he did not fire his 9mm duty weapon, nor did he remove it from 
his holster. 


Deputy Lehrman said he was relieved of his containment position. Sergeant Petersen 
transported him to the command post, where he (Sergeant Petersen) unloaded his 
shotgun. Investigators Scott and Looney examined Deputy Lehrman’s shotgun, a 12- 
gauge Ithaca with a number "1" stenciled on the butt of the weapon, serial 
#371241515. The weapon was not loaded and the slide was back. The interview 
was terminated at 0342 hours. 


On 05-15-97 at 0350 hours, Investigators Scott and Looney interviewed Deputy 
GARY BENNETT LEE, MW/32, — The interview was conducted at Lancaster 
Station and was tape recorded. The following is a synopsis of the interview: 


Deputy Lee said that on 05-14-97, he was working Lancaster patrol, assigned to Unit 
115B, p.m.’s. He was assigned to the COPS Team, which is a Community Oriented 


Policing Team, and his was a "no call" car. On that particular night he was working 
from| o MB hours with — SSSR Deputy was 


driving and Deputy Lee was booking. 


Deputy Lee said they responded to Unit 111 V1's request for two units, Code 3, 
backup to the Benald location. Deputy Lee said he responded normally and not Code 
3 to the location. He said he went to the rear of the location on Fenhold Street and 
was advised that the suspect was in the rear yard of the Benald Street address and 
had_a shotgun to his chin. Deputy Lee said he contacted the residents at 
a the deputies were admitted into their rear yard. They went to the 
northwest corner of the rear yard and saw the suspect seated in a chair with a 
shotgun and a handgun in his hands. 


Deputy Lee said the suspect then saw the deputies by the wall. He got up and started 
to walk in the deputies direction. Deputy Lee said they moved to the southwest 
corner behind the wall. Deputy Lee said, after moving, they heard the suspect 
shooting what sounded like a shotgun, then they heard several other rounds being 
fired. 


Deputy Lee said that Deputy Dunkel saw the suspect, and then he heard Dunkel fire 
two rounds from his 9mm. He said that Deputy Dunkel was behind him. Deputy Lee 
said he did not shoot. He said that after the shooting stopped, the suspect went into 
the house. Deputy Lee then returned to the vehicle, got his shotgun and loaded it 
with rifle slugs that had been approved by Unit 111S. 
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At this point Deputies Dunkel, Young and Lee climbed the wall oT. 
put distance betwe hem and the suspect. Deputy Lee said that while at the 
northwest corner a | he heard Air Unit 69A say that the suspect was at the 
upstairs bedroom window. Deputy Lee saw the suspect in the southwest upstairs 
window, yelling out the window. Deputy Lee said that the suspect appeared and then 
disappeared and was putting the shotgun out the window. He heard Deputies Sylvies 
and Jinright advise that they were in the house south of the suspect. 


Deputy Lee said the suspect came to the window and pointed a shotgun at the 
deputies who were in the house south of him. Deputy Lee fired one round from his 
shotgun at the suspect. Deputy Lee then heard several other shots being fired, but 
he did not see who fired the other shots. Deputy Lee said he covered the upstairs 
window until he was relieved by Special Enforcement Bureau. Deputy Lee said he did 
not see what happened to the suspect. He said he only fired one round, which was 
a rifle slug, from his shotgun. Deputy Lee said the shotgun was loaded with four rifle 
slugs, that he changed at the scene from OO buckshot. 


Upon examining the shotgun, Investigators found that it was unloaded and with the 
slide back and three Winchester Super X shot shells in a sleeve pouch on the stock. 
It was an Ithaca 12-gauge shotgun, serial #371731098. The interview was 
terminated at 0420 hours. 


On 05-15-97 at 0430 hours, Investigators Scott and Looney interviewed Deputy 
MARK ALLEN DUNKEL, MW/36, D The interview was conducted at 
Lancaster Sheriff’ Station and was tape recorded. The following is a synopsis of the 
interview: 


Deputy Dunkel said that on 05-14-97, he was working Lancaster patrol, Day shift 
from to hours assigned to Unit 111 T3, a one-man car. Deputy Dunkel 
said in response to an 
assistance call on Benald Street. He said when he arrived he heard someone on the 
radio say that the suspect was in the backyard and had a shotgun to his head. 
Deputy Dunkel said he entered off 15th Street East and saw deputies going to the 
back of the location. He said Deputy Bednar was already there. 


Deputy Dunkel said he was in the backyard of a house on Fenhold Street, which is 
one street east of the suspect's house. He said someone advised that the suspect 
was in his backyard under a tree with a shotgun in his left hand. Dunkel said he saw 


© 


MAY 16, 1997 - 20 - 097-14658-1135-055 


the suspect with the shotgun, and possibly a handgun. Deputy Dunkel felt unsafe 
when he saw the suspect. He contacted the owners at ae. got 
permission to go into their backyard. He went to the northwest corner, along with 


Deputies Bednar and Lee. They saw the suspect sitting on a lounge chair facing the 
deputies and staring. 


Deputy Dunkel said the suspect looked at the deputies and when he saw them he 
went from a daydreaming state to alertness. Deputy Dunkel said the suspect got up 
and walked toward the deputies. The suspect ran south between the pool and block 
wall, and hid behind some bushes. Deputy Dunkel was behind some bushes and saw 
the suspect at the fence with a shotgun pointed over the fence. Deputy Dunkel 
ducked behind the bushes, and thought the suspect was "hunting" for the deputies. 
He saw the suspect walk north out of view and then heard the suspect screaming, but 
he could not hear what he was screaming. 


At this point Deputy Dunkel heard shots from what he thought were three different 
weapons. He said there were four deputies in the yard, two were in the yard north 
of Dunkel, or directly east of the suspect. Deputy Dunkel got behind pool apparatus 
and looked over the fence towards the suspect, who was at the northeast corner of 
his backyard. He saw the suspect holding the shotgun up to his shoulder. His view 
was partially blocked by some branches. Deputy Dunkel heard shots. He knew it was 
more than just the suspect firing. When Deputy Dunkel saw the suspect he thought 
he had a clear shot, and fired two rounds at the suspect. After firing he ducked back 
down, at which time the shooting picked up again. 


At this point the suspect went into his house. Deputies Dunkel, Young and Lee 
climbed the fence and went in the rear yard one house south, RSS 
Deputy Dunkel saw the suspect in an upstairs window and knew there were deputies 
in the house just south of the suspect. Deputy Dunkel said approximately four times 


the suspect came to the upstairs southwest window and pointed the shotgun towards 
the house where Deputies Sylvies and Jinright were. 


Deputy Dunkel said that oné time the suspect pointed the weapon in a southeast 
direction using the shotgun to move the blinds. He was not pointing the shotgun at 
Dunkel, he was just using the shotgun to move the blinds. Deputy Dunkel said the 
suspect went downstairs and then went back upstairs to the southwest window. 


Deputy Dunkel said the suspect came to the window two times. He did not see the 
suspect with a gun. The suspect then came to the upstairs southwest window with 
the shotgun. As the suspect was looking towards the southwest, Deputy Dunkel saw 
the suspect raise the shotgun and about the same time saw rounds hitting the house. 
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Deputy Dunkel heard two or three gunshots. According to Deputy Dunkel, Deputy Lee 
fired from their position. The suspect then turned to his left, rotated, and then went 
down low. Deputy Dunkel saw a round go through the suspect's roof. He said the 
suspect did not shoot or respond after the shooting. Deputy Dunkel said he held his 
containment position until he was relieved by Special Enforcement Bureau. 


Deputy Dunkel advised Investigators that he carries his Beretta, Model 92F with 15 
rounds in the magazine and one in chamber. Examination of Deputy Dunkel's Beretta, 
serial #BEROO9408Z, revealed that there was one live Winchester 9mm round in the 
chamber and 13 Winchester 9mm Luger rounds in the magazine. Deputy Dunkel said 
that he thought the suspect was going to kill one of them, or at least try to, and that 
is why he fired. The interview was terminated at 0504 hours. 


On 05-15-97 at 0510 Hours, Investigators Scott and Looney interviewed Deputy 
KEVIN JAMES TURRILL, MW/28, =z The interview was conducted at 
Lancaster Sheriff's Station and was tape recorded. The following is a synopsis of the 
interview: 


Deputy Turrill said that on 05-14-97, he was working Lancaster Station patrol, 
assigned to Unit 114A, p.m. shift, CEE) ours. He was working with Deputy 
Scott Seemann. Seemann was driving and he was book man. Deputy Turrill said that 
on 08:14 37 a 
when they heard a unit request two units Code 3 at the location regarding a suicidal 
man. Deputy Turrill said they responded to the location, no Code 3, and set up on the 
north side of the location with the handling Unit 111A, Deputy Walters. 


Deputy Turrill said he approached the northwest side of the suspect’s location. 
Deputy Lehrman arrived shortly thereafter. Air Unit 119A informed the deputies that 
the suspect had a shotgun to his chin and was walking back and forth in his backyard 
yelling. They saw the suspect go in and out of his house a few times. Aero then 
advised that the suspect came out and went to the southeast corner of his yard and 
began yelling. Deputy Turrill said that he was at the northwest corner of the 
suspect's house, west of the north walkway, near Deputy Seemann, who was in front 
of him. 


Deputy Turrill said he heard Deputy Seemann say, "Put your hands up!" Deputy Turrill 


looked and saw a male White suspect east of the north walkway in the backyard. 
Deputy Turrill said the suspect then went out of view. He said he heard Deputy 
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Seemann again order the suspect, “Put your hands up!” or "Let me see your hands!" 
Again, Deputy Turrill saw the suspect pop around the corner. Deputy Turrill said, "He 
was pointing a shotgun at us." Deputy Turrill then heard several rounds and a 
shotgun blast being fired. He heard Deputy Seemann say, "I’ve been shot,” at which 
time Deputy Seemann dropped to his knee to reload a magazine into his duty weapon. 


Deputy Turrill said he lost sight of the suspect. He said he came around the top of 
Deputy Seemann, who was kneeling down and saw the suspect again pointing the 
shotgun in his direction. Deputy Turrill, fearing the suspect would shoot again, fired 
one round from his 9mm duty weapon. He again lost sight of the suspect, who went 
around the corner of the house. Deputy Turrill said he went back to his original 
position. He heard Seemann say, "Let's retreat, let's re-evaluate." They went to the 
front porch of the house just north of the suspect's location. Deputy Turrill said as 
other units arrived, they retreated to the cars at the northwest corner of Benald and 
took up a position there to contain the suspect's location. After that they waited for 
the arrival of Special Enforcement Bureau personnel. 


Deputy Turrill carries a Beretta, Model 92F, Serial #BER100450Z. He carries 15 
rounds in the magazine and one in the chamber. An inspection of Deputy Turrill’s 
duty weapon revealed there was one live Winchester 9mm Luger round in the chamber 
and 14 Winchester 9mm Luger rounds in the magazine. The interview was terminated 
at 0530 hours. 


On 05-15-97 at approximately 0545 hours, all firearms evidence was released to 
Firearms Examiner Richard Catalani. 


On 05-20-97 at approximately 1445 hours, Investigator Scott obtained the original 9- 
1-1 call tape or AN for Watch Sergeant Lowe at Lancaster Sheriff's 


Station. 


DWAYNE R. BEDNAR, MW/31, The interview was conducted at Lancaster 


On 05-20-97 at 1615 hours, Yk Scott and Looney interviewed Deputy 
Sheriff’s Station and was tape recorded. The following is a synopsis of the interview: 


‘ll Bednar said that on 05-14-97, he was working Unit 114B, p.m. shift, == | 


to ours, a two-man car. His partner, Deputy Rich Cocke, DE 
HE Deputy Bednar responded alone to a request for backup, 


regarding an attempt suicide, insane person call on Benald Street. Deputy Bednar 
responded Code 3, which took him about four to five minutes to arrive at the location. 
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Deputy Bed j was advised to go to the rear of the location. He went to 
ESS which is directly east of Benald and parked in front of the 

ouse. He contacted the residents RS: went into their 
backyard. He walked through the house to get to the backyard. Deputy Bednar went 


to the northwest corner of the backyard to get a view of the southeast corner of the 
suspect’s house. 


Deputies Bednar and Lee both had their 9mm service pistols with them. Neither 
deputy had a shotgun at that time. Deputy Bednar said another unit arrived and then 
shortly thereafter, Deputy B oin co them in the backyard off 

Deputy Bednar said the Aero Unit and ground units were advising them the suspect 
was walking out of the rear sliding door of the house and sat on a park bench on the 
patio. The suspect was described as a male White adult, with brown hair and a brown 
moustache. It was unknown what type clothing he was wearing. 


Deputy Bednar said the suspect had a blue steel revolver in his right hand and a 
shotgun in his left hand. It was a pump shotgun, with an unknown barrel length. 
Deputy Bednar said that he felt it might have been the same size as an Ithaca. When 
the suspect sat on the park bench, he was facing east and looking in the deputies’ 
direction. The suspect then got up and walked east towards the deputies. Deputy 
Bednar said all the deputies took cover. The Aero Unit then advised that the suspect 
was walking back into his house. 


Deputy Bednar said they were trying to figure out the best place for them to go for 
cover. Deputies Bednar and tayed in the backyard and Deputies Dunkel and Lee 
went to the south. Deputy Bednar said they were on "A-TAC" radio frequency. An 
Aero Unit reported the suspect went back in his house, and then came out and walked 
to the east. Bednar could not see the suspect. As he was crouched down behind 
some shrubs, he heard six to eight shots. It sounded like the shots were on the other 
side of the wall, but he was not sure exactly where. He said it was in the general area 
of the suspect's backyard. 


Deputy Bednar said that seconds later he heard "998" (Deputy involved in shooting) 
put out over the radio and Deputy Seemann was also advising via radio that he had 
been hit in the hand by shotgun pellets. Deputy Bednar did not see the suspect or any 
deputies shoot. Prior to the shooting, he saw the suspect with a shotgun and 
revolver. He did not hear any yelling by the deputies or the suspect. Deputy Bednar 
did remember something about some sort of PA announcement. Deputy Bednar said 
after the shots he looked back into the suspect’s backyard. He did not see the 
suspect and was not sure where the suspect went. Shortly thereafter Deputy Bednar 
said he saw the suspect on the first floor in his home, closing the shades to the 
window north of the sliding glass door, leaving them open about 6 inches. 
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Deputy Bednar said the suspect also closed the shades to the sliding glass door. He 
said that the deputies continued talking on A-TAC frequency, advising that the 
suspect was at the southwest upstairs window looking southbound. Deputy Bednar 
saw the suspect upstairs at that window several times. Deputy Bednar said a couple 
of times he could see about 10 to 12 inches of the shotgun barrel in the suspect's 
hand. Deputy Bednar said he knew it was a shotgun. 


Deputy Bednar said he knew there were deputies south of the suspect. He heard 
deputies saying the suspect was appearing in and disappearing from the window. He 
then heard the suspect yell "Mother fuckers!" and so on, at the deputies. The second 
time he saw the suspect appear at the window he heard several shots and a couple 
of shotgun blasts. Deputy Bednar said he saw the stucco chipping on the suspect's 
house by the southwest window, and then heard glass breaking. As the shots rang 
out, Deputy Bednar said he took cover. After the shooting stopped, he looked to see 
where the suspect was and did not see him in the same window. Deputy Bednar 
stayed at his location and never saw the suspect again. He maintained his 
containment position until Special Enforcement Bureau arrived and relieved him. 
Deputy Bednar did not fire his weapon. The interview was terminated at 1655 hours. 


It should be noted that upon termination of this interview, deputies discovered that the 
batteries in the tape recorder were low; therefore the tape was sent to the Tech Crew 
for enhancement. 


On 05-20-97 at 1840 hours, Investigators Scott and Looney interviewed Deputy 
MITCHEL D. HODRICK, MB/35, FE | The interview was conducted at Lancaster 
Station, was tape recorded and the following is a synopsis of the interview: 


Deputy Hodrick said that on 05-14-97, he was working Unit 111T-7, p.m. shift Il 
to ME ours. He heard a unit asking for a Code 3 backup on Benald Street, 
regarding a man with a gun, possible attempt suicide. He responded non code to the 
house directly east of Benald Street on Fenhold Street. Deputy Hodrick followed 
Sergeant Hunter, and Deputies Farkas and Wagner to the house east of the suspect's 
house so they could get a view of the suspect’s backyard. They all ran to the front 
of the northeast corner of the house on Fenhold Street. Deputy Hodrick said as soon 
as he arrived he heard numerous shots being fired. He heard a couple of small arms 
fire and a shotgun blast. 


Deputy Hodrick ran back to his car because Deputy Farkas had a shotgun with stun 
bags. Hodrick went to get the rifle slugs that were in Farkas’ car. Deputy Farkas had 
given Deputy Hodrick the shotgun. Deputy Hodrick took out the stun bag loads and 
loaded four rifle slugs, and then gave the shotgun back to Deputy Farkas. Deputy 
Hodrick tried to contact the residents of the home, but got no response. Deputy 
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Hodrick then kicked in the door to gain entry to the home to afford the deputies a 
view of the suspect’s house and his backyard. All the deputies went inside the house 
and went upstairs and positioned themselves in west facing windows. 


Deputy Hodrick was in the southwest bedroom upstairs with his Beretta. 
Approximately 35 to 45 minutes later he was given a shotgun by Deputy Farkas, as 
Deputies Farkas and Wagner were going to be issued AR-15 rifles. Deputy Hodrick 
maintained his observation of the suspect’s house until he was relieved by Special 
Enforcement Bureau. Deputy Hodrick said he saw the suspect one time from the 
upstairs window as the suspect was closing up the house. He saw the suspect from 
the chest down. The suspect was wearing blue shorts, no shirt and blue shoes. He 
said the suspect was shutting the east facing window blinds on the patio doors. He 
never saw the suspect with a gun. He did not see the suspect shoot, or any deputies 
shoot. 


Deputy Hodrick said that while he was setting up in the upstairs bedroom, the suspect 
was yelling, "Fuck you pigs! I’m gonna kill all of you!" Deputy Hodrick did not hear 
the deputies yell at the suspect, nor did he yell at the suspect. Deputy Hodrick said 
that while he was upstairs, he heard the suspect's location being put out over the 
radio, The last time he heard shots being fire was about 20 minutes after he got the 
shotgun and the shots came from the south side of the suspect’s house. 


Deputy Hodrick said he heard via the radio that the suspect fired from the window, 
and that Deputies Jinright and Sylvies fired back. Deputy Hodrick said he saw three 
to five rounds going through the roof of the suspect’s house. Deputy Hodrick heard 
six to seven shots being fired, all handgun rounds. After Deputies Jinright and Sylvies 
fired, he saw a silhouette of the suspect in the upstairs bedroom, and this was before 
Special Enforcement Bureau made entry. The interview was terminated at 1903 
hours. 


On 05-20-97 at 2035 hours, Investigators Scott and Looney and Sergeant Henry 
Romero from Internal Affairs Bureau, responded back to the scene to canvas the area 
in an attempt to locate any additional witnesses or victims. 


Investigator Looney contacted MW/65, von: aaa who 
lives at Mr. said on 5-14-97 he heard the 
helicopter, and saw the deputies on the north side of the suspect’s house. He heard 
about 10 to 15 shots and then he moved to 13th Street. Mr.[said he heard all 
of this from across the street at He said he was with his wife, 


at the time. He did not see the deputies shooting, nor did he hear any 


deputies or the suspect say anything. 
CH 
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Deputy Looney then contacted who said that she heard the helicopter 
from inside of Her husband went outside while she stayed 
inside. She took the children to the back bedroom. She saw deputies in front of her 


house across the street. She heard approximately six pistol shots and two shotgun 
shots. She did not hear the deputies say anything. 


= | then contacted RE: : 7, 008. at 


She said she was at work at the time of the incident, but her four 
children, ages 13, 8, 5 and 4, were home. Detective Looney contacted the children, 
who said that they were in their brother’s room, which is a northeast bedroom, playing 
video games and they heard what sounded like tires blowing out. The police came 
and got all the children out of the house and took them to the backyard and had them 
climb over the wall. 


On 05-20-97 at 2100 hours, Investigator contacted i. | at 
aes They said they were off work sick and home at the time of the 
incident. They heard helicopters. They went upstairs and saw the patrol officers with 
their guns drawn. They decided that something serious was happening. They were 
getting dressed when Mrs. E) gunshots. They were told to stay away and 


went to the south side of their house. Shortly thereafter they were told to leave. 
They did not hear the deputies or the suspect say anything. 


On 05-20-97 at 2115 hours, Investigator Looney contacted [it 


aa He was not home when the incident occurred and doesn’t 
now the residents at the suspect's location. 


On 05-20-97 at 2115 hours, Investigators attempted to contact the residents of 
however, they were not home. 


On 05-20-97 at 2120 hours, Investigator Looney contacto 
Mr. BE said he was home watching T.V. when he heard the 


elicopter and then gunshots. He also heard the deputies telling kids to get in the 
house. Mr. got his dogs and stayed inside. He did not hear anything except 


approximately seven gunshots. Shortly thereafter the deputies came and told him to 
vacate. Mr cc that he was with enc his brother Pt the 
time. 


On 05-20-97 at 2125 hours, Investigator Looney contacted i. | 
| à They were not home when the incident happened. 
They came home at approximately 2315 or 2330 hours that night. 


ED 
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Mr. aid that when he got home his father met him in front of 
the house. He said the deputies were already going through the house looking for the 
suspect and trying to find a safe position. They told mr. to stay away. He 
said he stayed away from the deputies. 


On 05-20-97 at 2138 Di Investigator Looney contacted ME. HE 


Mr. | El he did not hear the deputies say anything to the suspect. He did not 
see the suspect, however, he did hear the suspect yelling, but could not make out 
what he was saying. The deputies told him to leave, at which time he went to a 
friend's house. He never went upstairs with the deputies. He said he heard 20 to 24 
gunshots. He did see the deputies in his backyard shooting. He saw one deputy 
shoot a 9mm. He also said one deputy had a shotgun, put it down and then fired his 
9mm. He also saw the deputies by the pool equipment. 


On 05-20-97 at 2140 hours, Investigator Looney contacted ee 
Fenhold Street. vrs + she was home in the den. While she was 


home her daughter wanted to run through the sprinklers. Mrs. Es ic she saw 
the deputies in her backyard, so she took the kids into the house. She waited as she 
saw the three deputies in her backyard. She did not say anything. She heard the PA 
announcement telling the residents to stay in their homes. She then heard about 8 to 
10 gunshots. About 20 to 30 minutes later, she heard 8 to 10 more gunshots. She 
heard loud voices but heard nothing specific. She did not hear the suspect at all. She 
was evacuated at approximately 6:20 or 6:30 p.m. As she walked out she noticed 
there was no damage to her house. She said she does not know the suspect. 


It should be noted that on 05-16- jgator Looney received a telephone call 
from VA home — Mr. said 
he has known the suspect for approximately 17 years and that he has lost touch with 
him. Mr. thought the suspect had moved to Oregon. He said he last saw the 
suspect around February 1997. Mr. HB sic the suspect was taking anti- 
depressants at that time. Mr. provided no additional information. 


On 05-27-97 at approximately 0530 hours, Investigator Scott was contacted at home 
and was advised that Suspect Charles Friddle had awakened from his coma, was 
threatening the nursing staff at Holy Cross Medical Center and was subsequently 
arrested by deputies from the Santa Clarita Valley Sheriff's Station. 


On 05-27-97 at approximately 0930 hours, Investigator Scott responded to Holy 


Cross Medical Center, 15031 Rinaldi Street, Room 333, Wing 3B, Mission Hills, 
91345 and contacted Deputy Robert Benning who was assigned to 


Palmdale Unit 112N, E.M.'s. 
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Deputy Benning stated Suspect Friddle had awakened from his coma and became 
belligerent_and combative towards the nursing staff and was arrested by Deputies 
Gordon o Sagarda M- approximately 0530 hours on 05-27-97. 


While at the hospital Investigator Scott spoke with Suspect Friddle’s treating 
physician, Dr. Rodriguez, who authorized the suspect to be medically released from 
Holy Cross Medical Center, so he could be transferred to the custody of the Sheriff's 
Department at Los Angeles County Medical Center Jail Wards. 


Prior to the suspect being transferred, Investigator Scott attempted to interview 
Suspect Friddle regarding the shooting incident. Investigator Scott observed Suspect 
Friddle to be moving about in his bed. He had a bandage over his right eye and his 
left eye was open as he appeared to be looking around. As Investigator Scott 
attempted to speak with Suspect Friddle, the suspect just mumbled. Investigator 
Scott asked the suspect the following questions: What is your name? Do you know 
where you're at? Do you know what happened to you? Right after these questions 
were asked the suspect muttered, "Kill them." Investigator Scott ceased all 
questioning as it appeared Suspect Friddle did not understand the questions asked. 


On 05-27-97, in the evening hours, Suspect Charles Friddle was transferred to LCMC 
Jail Wards to be housed. 


On 05-27-97 at approximately 1800 hours, Investigator Scott spoke with i 

the suspect's D and advised her that he had been transferred to the Jail 
Wards at LCMC. It should be noted that during this conversation Investigator Scott 
and Ms. TE again spoke about the shooting incident. This conversation took 
place over the telephone and was recorded by Detective Scott. 


On 05-28-97 at 0900 hours, Investigator Scott presented the facts of this case to 
Head Deputy District Attorney John Spillane, North Judicial District Attorneys Office 
who issued criminal complaint case #MA014120, charging Suspect Friddle with (1) 
count of Attempted Murder 664/187 P.C. against a Peace Officer and (6) counts of 
Assault With a Deadly Weapon against a Peace Officer 245 P.C., alleging gun use and 
setting the suspect's bail at $1,000,000.00. 


During the course of this investigation Investigator Scott was contacted by i 
ae suspect's B who was complaining that since her had been 
taken into custody and transferred from Holy Cross Medical Center to the Jail Wards 
she has not been able to visit with him or speak with him on the telephone. 
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With the approval of Sheriff's Homicide Lieutenant Joe Brown, ae Scott 


made arrangements fo TR. her 19 year old daughter o visit her 
in the hospital ward at Men’s Central Jail. These arrangements were also 


made with the approval of Lieutenant Lamar Blevins, Watch Commander for the 
hospital ward at Men’s Central Jail. 


On 06-11-97 at approximately 1550 hours, Investigator Scott, with the approval of 
Lieutenant Blevins, escorted ind her daughter tO 7000 hospital 
ward at Men’s Central Jail so they could visit the suspect. 


It should be noted that prior to fbn HEB visiting the suspect, Investigator 
Scott and Lieutenant Blevins made contact with Suspect Friddle to make sure he was 
able and willing to receive a visit. At the time Investigator Scott made contact with 


the suspect, Investigator Scott asked him if he knew his name and the fact that he 
was| and Suspect Friddle spoke and said he was aware that 
he was and that he had Mn further stated upon request his 
name, address, telephone number, age, and the fact that he had been shot. He was 
unclear about how he was shot. 


At this point Suspect Friddle was placed in a wheelchair and was given a contact visit 
with his family for approximately one hour that was supervised by Investigator Scott. 
During this contact visit Investigator Scott was amazed by the fact that Suspect 
Friddle carried on a normal conversation with his family, talking about their plans for 
moving, jobs he’s held in the past, old movies he remembered seeing and about the 
time he was the Pastor of a church for several years. Investigator Scott was very 
surprised that Suspect Friddle recovered from his gunshot wounds to the point where 
he could recall all this information. 


It should also be noted that when Investigator Scott first contacted the suspect in the 
hospital ward Investigator Scott introduced himself to Suspect Friddle. During the end 
of his one hour visit with his family Suspect Friddle turned towards Investigator Scott 
and asked, "Scott how much time am | looking at?" 


The one hour visit was terminated and Suspect Friddle was returned to his room and 
ind her daughter [EEE were escorted out of the facility. 


Case to remain active with further reports to follow. 
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BY: DEPUTY WILLIAM LOONEY, 

DEPUTY MICHAEL SCOTT, 
APPROVED BY: LIEUTENANT JOSEPH BROWN 
DETECTIVE DIVISION - HOMICIDE BUREAU 
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